
Leiden Bio Science Park:  
your gateway to Europe 

Leiden is one of the most successful life science clusters in
Europe. Over sixty dedicated medical life science companies, 
the largest number of bio-science start-ups on the continent 
and several multi-nationals and internationally acclaimed know
ledge institutions are located in Leiden. This is an excellent 
environment for your science and business to flourish.

Advantages of living and working in Leiden 

Any science cluster can only thrive if it offers an attractive  
environment for its people to work and live. This is very much 
the case for Leiden, whose environment is among the best  
that Western Europe has to offer.

Leiden: rich cultural life 

Leiden has a beautiful old city centre with many canals and 
nearly 3.000 historic buildings, including Holland’s oldest the-
atre. It boasts 10 world-class museums with permanent and 
temporary exhibitions on antiquity, the arts, nature, science 
and anthropology. Leiden is proud of the recently refurbished 
Siebold House, the fruit of collaboration between the Dutch and 
Japanese governments, and now a museum on Japan - past & 
present.

From Rembrandt to Von Siebold 

The world-famous painter Rembrandt was born in Leiden. This
is where he learnt his craft and developed his renowned light
and dark technique. In 2006 the city celebrated the 400th

anniversary of his bir th with a variety of exhibitions and events.
Scientists of international fame - such as Boerhaave, Ehren-
fest, Einstein, Kamerlingh Onnes, Lorentz and Zeeman – have 
always felt at home in the city. Von Siebold, medical doctor  
and scientist, was responsible for initiating the relations 
between the city and Japan and other Asian countries.

Pilgrim Fathers 

Leiden is also known as a city of refugees. It welcomed the
Pilgrim Fathers, for example, and this explains Leiden’s close 
links with the United States to this day.

Leiden environment 

Leiden is an authentic Dutch city with a tradition of knowledge,
science, culture and international relations. It is a centre of 
learning and research which offers modern forms of employ-
ment at every level. A picturesque, historic city centre, a pleas-
ant familyfriendly environment, comfortable housing and very 
good facilities complete the picture.

Young and internationally oriented 

Leiden has a relatively young, well-educated, internationally
oriented and creative population with high employment rates.
There are about 120.000 inhabitants, with mostly high (45%)
and middle (31%) education levels and about 35% in the ages 
between 20 and 40. Approximately a quarter of Leiden’s resi-
dents are students (about 17,000 at university level;
5000 at vocational high school level and about 10,000 at  
vocational secondary school level).

Setting 
 
Leiden is situated in the middle of typically Dutch landscape,
close to the dunes and beaches of the North Sea coast, to
the picturesque bulb fields and to the large lakes in the green 
heart of the country.

Quality of life 

The Netherlands is proud to provide a high standard of living,
while maintaining an affordable life for its residents. The aver-
age costs of living, housing, education and cultural activities 
are lower than in most Western European countries.
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ExpatCenter Leiden 

The ExpatCenter is the first point of contact for the (new) 
residents of Leiden. It is especially set up to improve the 
settling in process of expatriates and their families. Expatri-
ates living in the Leiden region can visit the ExpatCenter for 
expat related issues like national residence permits, munici-
pal registrations, taxes, housing, parking, healthcare, educa-
tion and much more. The ExpatCenter Leiden is expected to 
be opened on February 2010.

Wide range of schools
 
There is a complete range of secondary and tertiary (voca-
tional) schools in or near Leiden, including the British School, 
the American School and several other international schools.  
It is also home to the Webster University, whose graduates 
work in many well known companies across the world.

Excellent facilities
 
Leiden has a growing number of venues for meetings and 
conferences and plenty of hotels. More hotels are located in 
the nearby towns of Noordwijk and Leiderdorp. For more infor-
mation, see: www.leidencongresstad.nl

Accommodation
 
There is a wide choice of residential property for international
staff working in the Leiden Bio Science Park, from simple to 
luxurious. The Leiden Bio Science Park can help you get in 
contact with real estate agencies if necessary. There is a 
good overview of houses for sale or rent on www.funda.nl

Easy access to (inter)national destinations
 
The Leiden Bio Science Park is located 20 minutes from
Amsterdam’s international Schiphol Airport, by train. The 
proximity of the airport makes Leiden easy to reach from 
abroad. It is also easy to reach by car: it takes between  
20 and 45 minutes to drive from Amsterdam, Rotterdam or 
Utrecht, which are other renowned centres for life science 
research and enterprise.

Excellent home-work connections
 
Leiden Bio Science Park is adjacent to Leiden’s central train
station and is easy to reach by public transport. To maintain
good accessibility in the future, various infrastructure proj-
ects are already underway.
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For  more in format ion,  p lease contact :
mrs. drs. El len Smit, account manager 

+ 31 (0) 71 524 75 55
+ 31 (0) 6 25 180 597 
ellen.smit@leidenbiosciencepark.nl
www.leidenbiosciencepark.nl
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